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Mexico Travel Warning
The University Police Department would like to remind individuals that the U.S. Department of State has
updated its travel warning for Mexico on August 15, 2014.
The U.S. Department of State warns U.S. citizens about the risk of traveling to certain places in Mexico due to
threats to safety and security posed by organized criminal groups in the country.
The State of Tamaulipas remains an area of concern; Matamoros, Nuevo Laredo, Reynosa, and Tampico are
major cities/travel destinations in Tamaulipas - Defer non-essential travel to the state of Tamaulipas. All U.S.
government employees are prohibited from personal travel on Tamaulipas highways outside of Matamoros,
Reynosa, and Nuevo Laredo due to the risks posed by armed robbery and carjacking, particularly along the
northern border. Traveling outside of cities after dark is not recommended. While no highway routes through
Tamaulipas are considered safe, the highways between Matamoros-Ciudad Victoria, Reynosa-Ciudad Victoria,
Ciudad Victoria-Tampico, Monterrey-Nuevo Laredo, and Monterrey-Reynosa, are more prone to criminal
activity. In Matamoros, U.S. government employees are subject to movement restrictions between midnight
and 6 a.m.
Matamoros, Reynosa, Nuevo Laredo, and Ciudad Victoria have experienced numerous gun battles and attacks
with explosive devices in the past year. Violent conflicts between rival criminal elements and/or the Mexican
military can occur in all parts of the region and at all times of the day. The number of reported kidnappings for
Tamaulipas is among the highest in Mexico, and the number of U.S. citizens reported to the consulates in
Matamoros and Nuevo Laredo as being kidnapped, abducted, or disappearing involuntarily in the first half of
2014 has also increased. In May 2014, a Mexican state and federal security initiative was announced focused
on combating increased violence in the state.
For more information or a State-by-State Assessment visit:
http://www.travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/mexico-travel-warning.html
The safety of our community does not have borders. It is the goal of every law enforcement agency to protect
the citizens that we serve. Be the eyes and ears of your police department. When you see suspicious activities
contact the UTPA Police Department at 956-665-7151; the Edinburg Police Department at 956-383-7411; or
the Hidalgo County Sheriff’s Office at 956-383-8114. Together we can make a difference in our community.

